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from captivity, to put her on the throne of Eng-
land and, at least, to constrain and, if necessary,
to kill Elizabeth.
To devise rebellion against the reigning
sovereign, and especially to envisage her death,
was high treason; and the essential of Walsing-
ham's action was to make out a case that Mary
Stuart was party to the plot, and, particularly,
to the death of Elizabeth. In order to make
out this case a system was devised whereby letters
passing from the conspirators to Mary Stuart
and from her to all in the outside world could be
read without her knowledge.
A go-between was suborned who was sup-
posed to be a faithful adherent of Mary's but
was really a traitor in the pay of Walsingham
and his officials. In one of these letters, sent
by Babington, allusion was made to the killing
of Elizabeth. Mary replied to it. Did she
in that reply take part in the project for the
killing of the reigning English Queen?
Walsingham said she did. But the draft
of her letter, which remained in Walsingham's
possession, he never dared produce. It came
out that, at least, one very important sentence in
this letter had been deliberately forged by
Philips, one of Walsingham's officials, with
Walsingham's knowledge and was not written
by Mary at all; it is the sentence in which she